Christopher Golumbus |t

(c. 1451-1506) E

E @ Christopher Columbus was born in 1451 in Italy. — ——
= He first began sailing as a teenager, participatingin = |

several voyages to trade goods. Legend has it that IT————
after a ship he was on was attacked, Columbus ;
| swamto Porfugal, and settled there, where he got | THT=== ==
@orried and had a son. i

Columbus had become interested in

sailing as a young man, and studied navigation.
: Like all educated Europeans, Columbus knew that
i the earth was round. He thought that he could find a shorter route to Asia by
sailing across the Atlantic Ocean. He needed money for this journey, so he
i asked King John Il of Portugal to support his exploration. When the king

refused, Columbus went to Spain to ask Queen Isabella & King Ferdinand to
support his expedition. After many years, Isabella finally agreed, and
Columbus was o his way.

On August 3, 1492, Columbus set sail with three ships: the Nifia, the Pinta, - |
and the Santa Maria. He sailed west, across the Atlantic Ocean, and on : —_—
October 12, 1492, his ships made landfall. Columbus believed that he had
landed on the islands off the coast of Asia, but he was actually on one of the i i =
islands that is now part of the Bahamas. He claimed the island for Spain, taking
g@, artifacts and several natives back to Spain with him. ! T

Columbus went on three more voyages fo the New World, taking more
Europeans with him to establish colonies. Columbus tried to govern one of the
new colonies, but was a bad ruler. He enslaved many of the native people,
forcing them to find gold for him.

|
i Some of the colonists took one of his ships, returned to Spain, and
i complained to the queen. While Columbus was in the new colony during hjs | il
i third voyage, the queen sent a new governor to replace him. The new '
i governor sent Columbus back to Spain in chains. Once he arrived in Spain, he
[

!

i was freed, but his reputation was ruined.
On his final expedition, Columbus was marooned in Jamaica. This means | Y [ m—

that he was abandoned by his crew and left alone. After o year, he was !

rescued and returned to Spain. Columbus no longer had the support of Queen ;

Isabelia and King Ferdinand. He was forced to give up his hopes of becoming | I = L
rich and governing a permanent colony on the islands. At the time i (I

i of his death in 1506, Christopher Columbus stll believed “j[:[j I s _j |

i that he had reached Asia on his voyages. | I
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1 was an explorer from ‘Eﬂ%\'ﬂm_ He sailed for England and than later
1 . He explored parts of the A&\Gl me Ocean and northeastern
2. The Hudson AN Hudson PO and Hudson

:
are all named after him. Hudson sailed for the Dutch, going into New York’s
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er wasa F‘(@ﬂC\f\ explorer who led 5 expeditions to

_. He was looking for a route to the Pacific through North America (a Northwest
did not find one. Cartier paved the way for FYQ_)(\CA’\ exploration of North
sailed inland, going \\ DDD miles up the SY. \O\WNYeN(e Rver.
to make a settlement in @\/\ﬁ-\Oﬁ.C , but was abandoned after a terribly
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