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Who were the First Tennesseans? [

= ‘ The‘very first peupie,to move into what would become Tennessee arrived here maore than 12,000
!

years ago.
y people. Most of what they left hehind, that have been found -
and an' ﬁ ’

|
-Indians. The ‘?b\\'e,b -Indians !
were nomads, This means they did not have a permanent home. Instead, they [ ==
&m‘&frem place to place hunting animals. J

L| They probably hunted herds of Mand other late ice Age animals that once |

Not much is known about these ear|
by modern archaeologists , are
e

Scientists call these people the

lived in Tennessee. Ata dig in Williamson County, two mastodon skeletons were found. One had a
bone with marks that had obviously been made by a sharp object wielded by a human.

?C\\fb -Indians probably lived in groups of related family members who hunted | -
together. Archaeologists assume that they built shelters and dressed warmly for the weather, but
we don't have any evidence yet to show that.

What was the land like?

| ™
f - The area that is now was a8 much different place back then. The =
I. (p geologic time period for the Paleo-Indians is called the Pleistocene Epoch.

During this time period Tennessee was a much lace. The climate was
~ 7| closerto that of northern Minnesota or southern Canada today. Snow -covered the ground all
winter long.

Because of the environment, different animals walked the hills, valleys, and mountains of our
state. Animals such as the mastodan, giant armadillo, giant beaver, saber-toothed tiger, jaguar, and
the giant ground sloth all lived in Tennessee.

Of course, these animals are now ail ﬂ!& I ! l ﬁ , but traces of their existence have
been left behind. Archaeotogists continue to find the fossilized bones of these animals in
Tennessee.

[t wasn’t a completely different world. if you traveled back in time you would recognize the Smoky
Mountains, Cumberland Plateau, Cumberland River, Tennessee River, and Mississippi River.

You may also have noticed famillar inm(l\s - Deer, rabbits, turkeys, ducks, and
coyotes also lived during this time. Some animals, like the arctic shrew, still around today living in
colder environments, once lived in our cold and snowy state.




of the glacial Pleistocene Period. They were nomads that traveled
in small bands and followed the herds of large animals. Nomads do
not have any permanent settlement or homes. The Paleo Indians
sheltered in caves when they found them in their travels. The
extinct mastodon was one such animal herd that they foliowed
and it required them to work together in order to Kill it. The
mastodon was their Wal-Mart. They were critical to the survival

of the Paleo Indians.. imporiant

At The Coates Hines
site in Williamson
County Tennessee,

2 Akl : archaeologist
mastodon 4 g discovered mastodon
stood7to %, 3 - skeletons. The
10 ft tall et mastodon had bone
and st T spear tips embedded
weighed : : || in the bone. The site
8,000 to - <iefy : had been a pond
12.000 , LSRN ey, | Where Paleo Indians

’ ; E killed the animals who
lbs. _came there to drink
"and eat.
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How would a mas’rodOn be the Paleo Indians Wal- Mar’r?
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How might the climate cause Paleo Indians 1‘0 be nomads? _ ] = T .
ﬁ &'.!I!Ld ﬂ&\l_ﬁ@i % “‘0‘9 T |k
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- Archaic Indians lived 3,000 t0 10,000 What led to the

years ago. That 7,000 year span is the +ransformations during ' ~
1 longest of the prehistoric Indian periods. . .
k | s Archaic Period had three distinct[erasy the Archaic Period?

thatlrransformed|over time due to a __C,\\m& -
warming of the climate and new plants. The m—
[early Archaic people were hunters and ————— %_ ' '

5 Garherers, much like the Paleo Era. The ‘ | 4
Middle Archaic Indians were less nomadic

and for at least part of the year lived in What sort of changes
( villages. The late Archaic Indians also occurred during the !
! _ hunted and gathered but began fo grow Archaic Period? B

plants to supptement their diets. e‘,e \Q“*'S
i @ During the Archaic Period the mastodon  —==—% W P PRI
Il. had become extinct and the Archaic Indians mwms
hunted smaller game like deer, and animals 1 = 2 o )
il that lived in the deciduous forest. _\ﬁs_ﬂm

i The tools of the Archaic Indians became
_ mor and effective]They are

~mous for having made and used the What does prehistoric |

atlatl. An atlat! was a tool that allowed the mean?

Archaic Indians to throw spears at a % r—dd =2

greater distance and with more force. ‘-e (E(--D—--
history. |

in what ways would the
atlatl help the Archaic

Indians? -
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Woodlond_Tndigns.

Woodland Indians existed between 1,20

and 3,000 years ago. Woodland Indians like g ';-
the Archaic Indianslcultivated plants and
were hunters and gatherers, but they were

much more advanced. The changes that
occurred during the Woodland Indians era
were not because of climate changes, but
were happening.because of their need to
live in communities with lots of neighbors.
The rate of change occurs more rapidly
during the Woodland Indians Era. Woodland
Indians were the first to make pottery and

bows and arrows. They also built large

burial mounds. Woodland Indians often built

their villages along rivers and they traded

with other groups long distances away by
using cances. Woodland Indians also liked 10

fish and supplemented their diets with
various food sources from the river. Corn
was first discovered and grown in this Era.

One of the mos+Eu-_qu that the
Indians {-‘rom the Woodland Era left behind
are the in Madison County
Tennessee. It is believed fhat the mounds
were orlgmally a permanent residential
comrnumi-v that over the years turned into
eremomcﬂpiace here they gathered for
special events and burials. The mounds
indicate that the Woodland Indians
arranged the mounds wi'rhias’rronOmy'[in
mind. Archaeologists have discovere
shells, copper, and other materials in their
digs at the Pinson Mounds. This indicates
that the Woodland Indians traded with
others-from very far away.

Twin Mounds

_4? \'(Sk‘ __ -

These mounds were
built by many people
hauling dirt one bucket e
at a time. The Pinson
Mounds cover 500
acres, including at
least 17 man-made
mounds. (Pictured ' e
above) is Saul's Mound
which is 72 feet high.




Mississippoiniinddans |

— — e i
. Mississippion IhdnomS < T i
SRR @ Mississippian Indians existed between - - — =

1,100 and 400 years ago. Their period is e I
B - characterized by 1) large mounds that 1
| served as temples, meeting places, and ol — 5

homes for the leaders.2) mounds and }
: smaller shelters built around open areas

in the center of the villages for gathering
places, 3) more people and permanent j
settlements U) organized leadership and
ranks among the people. 5) warfare

— between groups over land and alliances 6)
religious ceremonies and symbols 7)
better variety of corn and beans 8)

Why did the Mississippian
Indians build large earthen
mounds?

{ ceramics and pottery that were . fr—
beautiful art as well as functional. HUmQS 'FDY (M\efs)

| Becoming a chief was usually an inherited = MSI
- - privilege passed down through m_g{. ﬂ% ? G

| generations. The need for warfare came

s i about because of theincrease in Why was war an important
population and need to protect the land. part of their lives? — :

Warfare was also important for young OYO"I{(/‘\' QT\C{

———————————— males as a way to achieve higher |
I rankings in the social order of the tribe. _&ﬂd__U@_P_____
The Mississippian Indians were the last nn
B
' of the prehistoric people in the eastern :'llmihlivl\?::i::ie r;c:‘s:)nr:‘;av:‘rsvy =
part of America. As explorers began to YT PP
- 1 arrive they brought slavery. dlseases, PP 3

i e and acts of brutality F In what ways have the 185

indians. Mississippian Indians.
BN . - " . become more jsophisticated —
_ The Chucalissa Indian Village is a . than the Woodland Indians? -
== Mississippian Indian Village near Memphis W !
Tennessee. The mounds built there were El{g_f\ﬂ__ W?S, ] 2
|

— home to more_than 1,000 Mississippian m !eac _ B
Indians in ‘rhe av_\_ WQY =l




Chernokee [In

Chevokee \ndins 7

 NEORTANT TERNS, Vocoo

Clan - a clan was made up of members of Lhe same fa%lg
Fertile - capable of producing crops

Principal -~ most important '.
Settlers - the white people that moved to the Indian's land
from other locations

THE PRINGIPAL GHIEF

The title of the ”__m%‘_ Chief” was created in
179% when the Cherokee formed their government called the
Cherokee Nation The Cherokee Nation wrote its own
Constitution in 1827 and had three branches of government

Each Cherakee village had ___Z__ principal chiefs whe had
different responhsibilities The "_ ,___{ Chief led the
group during peacef ul times,; and the *_¥SAL " Chief led
during a time of war The chiefs did not rule alone They had
avillage coungil \m-helpnd matie important decisions fon the

"WHERE DID THEY LIVE?

village

THE CHEROKEE WAY OF LIFE

@ Cherokces were known as one of the Five Civilized
Tribes because they took on many of the customs of the white
= They began to farm and they even drassed
more like the new white settlers who moved into their area

The Cherokees who lived in the valleys were mainly farmers
The women planted vegetables and sunflowers They tended to
the fali it was harvest time The women were also _Haﬁ_l

The Cherokee Indians were the largest
Native American Indian group in the entire
South The Cherokee Nation claimed
thousands of acres from Ohio to South
Carolina They settled in =i
TN They settled in a beautiful area with
farests, mountains, plenty of rivers, and
'&' N&riand There was plenty of
wildlife and they lived a happy Iife The
Cherokee Nation covered most of 8 states

that included some or all of present day
Tennessee, Georgia, North and South
Carolina, Kentucky, Alabama, Virginid, and

west Virginia
ek et iy 1
: TR ween \f!
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T oA %ﬂ
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CUTAN
_.‘.I L
‘} ' NOMCA L Y e s

the crops throughout the summer and in
tge‘.t_g___._ They gathered apples and

other fruits, as well as nuts and berries The men wet'e Wunters and traders They hunted deer, bear, wild
turkeys, and other woodland animals They traded their crops and farming secrets to the settlers in

exchange for _wmgons____ and other material things

L

The Cherokees used the many rivers ds a way for transportation Using a river to transport things and
travel was much quicker than on foot They made canoes for their river travel, and they were experts of

the rivers and woodland trails The Cherokees lived in villages that had d population of about ¥ __ JYR

people They had two villages, d summer village and @ winter village Cach family had two homes

In the Cherokee Natlor‘ women were eaunl to the men 'he women were warriors, took part in
government decisions, and ruled the home In fact, the women of the tribe own the homes The children

belonged to their mother’s _

Y\ __ The Cherokee Nation was divided into seven different clans The

people in each clan are related to the others in that clan The seven clans are the following Long Hair,
Paint, Bird, Wolf, Wild Potato, blue, and Deer At birth, each child became a member of the mother's clan

Clans got together each year for festivals

1
|
|

— xThe Beloved Womon v is & respected ferole

\eader in the Cherckee Nation . Nancy Wowd:.

<)
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Cioeek Indians | +—
IMPORTANT TERMS WHERE DID THEY LIVE® I
ree =3
C! mcvxs- . The Creek Indians called ! !
. L L's : real -l )
Sgg Stick War — civil war within the Creeks eeks themselves Muscogees. In their own : —F
Hospitable- friendly language Muscogee mednt “people living ..
Democracy — qovernment leaders were elected by people on Iand that was wet or prone to ]
Cradle boards — board that a baby 1s secured to by flooding " When settlers came to the |
) lands, they were called the Creefs —_—
";\%&blan}&t around it because the settler not:cgj hat. their l i
towns were always h A V¥ along the [ ;
ATIONSHIPS = — ;
RELATIO I banks of creeks The Creek Indians lived I 1

The Creels were known Tor being hQS E‘*@

towards the Curopean settlars They traded with all of the
settlers, but they preferred to deal with the English The
English had a g-ra'aé variety and Better quahtg of goods than

the Spanish or French

In present-day Georgla, Alabamd, and |
some In Southern Tennassee

v

S

Puping the War of 1812, the Creek nation split and had
gr The war happene ecause the Lower

their ownevil w

Creels were Joining the rebellion against the United States
and joining the British The Upper Creeks didn’t want to join
e gllegiance. The division of the nation resulted in the
@’g&fghgx&hr_l a devastgting Givilwar within the
tribe At the end of the war, the peace treaty meant the
Creeks had lost 22 million acres of land to the United States

( THE CREEK WAY OF LI

The location of the s was Ideal for growing crops The creeks and streams near their M
r_ti_gﬁ&,; The fioads provided favorable conditions for crops The W —

town had annual spring __

epending |

Creehs were shilled farmers,

gathered fruitsa

nd berries They were also skillful

on antmals for meat and clothing T

he Creeks main source of nutrition came from corn

g, and there was a section

orked together on the entire ield

The towg maintained a large field of fertile land for farmin
d __for each family The people in the town w

spears

T raditional clathing for men consisted a breech-cloth, leggings, and a shirt They used

meLasms

ih the winter to protect their feet Women wore shawls and deerskin

and harvested the crops together Everyone was expected to contribute to the field |
They hunted deer, wild hog, turkey, and smaller game such as opossum and squirrel Meat and W=
fish were cooked by boiling or roasting They caught their meals by fishing, using nets, traps, and |

skirts Both men and women wore

their hair long The men plucked their facial hair and also removed

the hair around their heads, leaving a long loc

K of hair that they braided The women sometimes had

hair that would reach their calves and wove it around their heads

» CLANS

her mother Each town included members o

The Creek society was based on a clan system Each person's [dentity was determined by his or
"Pﬁ Tane. When a coliple married, the husband went to

live with his wife and in the hame of her pare

able to support her by planting a farm, the marriage was finalized

nee the husband bullt @ home and proved he was

wWhen a couple had a srjud, ast of the gesponsibility was the mother's. Bables spent their first
year securedtod _h{_ &M____“__ Boys were wrapped in cougar skins, darid the
girls were covered with deerskin Girls were ngmed from
son s called by his elan name until he 15 d teenager When

personal name based on his personality trait

an event that 1s associated with her birth A
he becomes a teeriager, he will be givena
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| | |
s- floor of a fire pit :e Chickasaw was a smalier tribe that L

|'

|

Toli- a stickball game lived on lands south of the Cherokee
breechcloth- a cloth worn in the front and back around ThBECh'ihﬂ-‘“W lived in present dag  *

the waist __Tennessee, Alabama, and

EEglgloch - along lock of hair left on a shaved head Mussissippi They hunted on surrounding -~ ~
¢ areds in present day Kentucky The

CLANS

Chickasaw lived much like their ==
Just like the Cherokee, the Chickasaw men become apart of  neighbors, the Cherokees I
the wife's family after they are married Raising children is
the mother’s responsibility, not the father’s If there ts a boy
to raise, the mother's brother (uncle) is responsible for
disciplining and training the boys. The Chickasaws had over*\_s_
clans that determmed their social organization The list of
fifteen clans included: bear, raccoon, bird, fox, deer, skunk,
turtle, wolf, panther, fish, squirrel, alligator, blackbird,
leader, and Spanish. There were certain characteristics that
were connected withthe clan

THE CHICKASAW WAY OF LIFE -

The Chickasaw Indians were part of the five civilized tribes They adopted several practices of the white
settlers The Chickasaw people lived in established villdges of house and small farms The Chickasaw home. |
- . £OTIING, |
15 similar to Cherokee The Chickasaw Indians were __ - people The wamen in the
village were in charge of most of the farming, harvesting crops of corn, beans, squash, and sunflowers |
They also gathered nuts, berries, fruits, and herbs The men in the village were responsible for hunting,
shooting deer, wild turkeys, and small game animals They also fished in the rivgrs The Chichqiaw Indians
are also known for making cornbread, soups, and stews cooked over stone li ) ‘I‘\' s

The Chickasaw children had chores and specific jobs that had to be completed They helped in the village — el
with the mother The boys were trained to fight in battle The boys were not supposed to show pain or

emotion, becduse this was believed to be a weakness The boys began warrior training imm?diately after
birth The children did have beaded dolls, toys, and.ga as to play within the village The children played a
stickball game, similar to the Cheroliee, called __-fQ_ —__ This was very popular sport with the
teenage boys and among adult men

Chickasaw men wore a b[_e__e_'_(._hg_b_kb, sometimes with leather leggings to protect therr legs

Chickasaw women wore wrapdround sKirts made of woven fiber or deershin The Chickasaws.alse wore
moccasing on their feet Chickasaw men usually shaved their heads except for a single _SQQ\QDLQ%_ — - —
Important Chickasaw men had special patterny tattooed on their bodies \wivererivestisitodmass
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